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At the time of the Queen’s Accession in 1952 Ludgershall, like every other village in 
England was still recovering from the effects of the Second World War. Physically 
there had been little damage caused to the village in the war years, one plane had 
crashed in the High Street but no bombs had been dropped to cause damage as had 
happened in the more urban parts of England. Compared with today the road system 
was much the same, as the construction of Solters Close and Brook Close which 
replaced parts of West View was still a few years off. There was also much less 
traffic than we experience today as few of the villagers had cars (you could buy a 
Minor 1000 for £631, a Jaguar for £1,774 or a Bentley Continental for £6000!) or any 
other forms of transport save for bicycles. Petrol was only 21p per gallon! Indeed 
tractors were still something of a novelty as they had been introduced into the village 
within the previous decade. The village must have seemed much quieter then, 
moving slowly more in tune with the seasons than it does now. The population of the 
village from the Census of the previous year showed that there were 149 males, 142 
females, and included in these figures were some 87 children. The population of 
Britain was 50.5 million. There were 89 private houses in the village which provided 
some 454 rooms. The rate was set at just over £22 for the year 1952/53 which would 
in present day terms be approx £544. It is interesting to note that if Ludgershall had 
been typical of the rest of England the village would have had 18 houses with 
washing machines, 9 houses with telephones (the rental for which in a private home 
was between £1.50 and £2), 5 houses with fridges and none at all with central 
heating! Ludgershall was of course also affected by national events including the 
election of 1951 when the sitting Labour MP was replaced by the Conservative Frank 
Markham who served until he was replaced by one Robert Maxwell! The Prime 
Minister was of course Sir Winston Churchill. Rationing of some staples, including 
meat, fats (butter and lard) and sweets was still in place, sweet rationing ended on 5 
February 1953 but meat was not de-rationed until July 1954, up to that point 
rationing had lasted some fourteen years. 
 
Agriculture, the main, almost the only, industry and the largest employer within the 
village was slowly recovering. However many thought that farmers and farming had 
served their purpose in providing food for the nation during the war and its funding 
was beginning to be cut. The nation could afford to import more food from abroad, 
food which was comparatively cheap as we still had vast influence over many food 
producing members of the Commonwealth. Money was being poured into the 
industries which the Government thought would greater aid our ailing economy, 
especially the manufacturing industries. Money was also being used to rebuild those 
urban areas England, London and the larger towns which had been damaged badly 
by the war. Ludgershall fortunately had suffered little damage and the signs of war 
were easily removed. Ludgershall, in short, was typical of many villages in England; 
it was a backwater which growth in terms of industry and housing was to pass by.  
 
In 1951 there were still more than ten working farms, all with dairy herds which were 
producing milk for local consumption and for the people of the nearby towns. The 
last dairy herd was not disbanded until the early 1970s. The villagers in 1952 would 
have been used to seeing herds of cows being moved along village streets at milking 
time. Today of course such sights are not only very rare in Ludgershall but also in 



many other villages throughout the country. The average minimum wage for an 
agricultural labourer in 1952 was £5/13/9d (£5.68) or in present day terms the 
equivalent of £140.65 for a 47 hour week. There was no such thing as a five day 
week for 1950s farmers. There was also a Nursery situated on the Piddington Road 
owned and run by the Butler family, which was mainly concerned with the growing of 
tomatoes. 
 
Ludgershall in 1952 was fortunate to have most of the amenities it needed, sadly 
many of them have disappeared with the march of time. In 1952 Brill and Ludgershall 
station was still operational and well used. There were at least six stopping trains a 
day. Office workers could catch a train at the station at 8.16. and reach Bicester at 
8.30, or Banbury at 8.59. As well as local stations the trains would also take you to 
London and Birmingham and all stations in between, London could be reached in 2 
hours and 10 minutes! A great deal of freight was carried by the railways and many 
villagers received parcels via this system as well as the postal service. A postal 
service which made two deliveries a day which included Christmas Day! Mail was 
delivered from the Post Office which at the time was situated in the High Street 
where the Park Salon now operates. This was run by Mr Williams, who as well as 
being the Post Master was also a tailor. (His speciality, according to his advertising 
literature was bloomers!) When Mr Williams retired some years later the Post Office 
was amalgamated with ‘The Stores’.  
 
 ‘The Stores’ was the village shop in the 1950s. At the beginning of 1952 it was run 
by Mr Livermore but following the death of his wife he sold it to Mr and Mrs Tyndall 
who arrived later the same year. ‘The Stores’ was able to cater for most of the day to 
day needs of the villagers; however, larger purchases would have been made, 
usually on market days in Aylesbury or Bicester. Prices in ‘The Stores’ would have 
been typically; Potatoes 2d (1p) per lb, Butter, which was still rationed, 4s (20p) per 
lb, Milk 4d (2p) per pint, Meat, also rationed, 2s (10p) per lb, Tea, which came off 
ration in October 1952, was 2s 6d (12½� per lb but had the added attraction of 
collectable cards within the packets! Cigarettes could be bought for 3s 9d (19p) per 
twenty or much cheaper ones for 2s 8d (14p) for twenty. There were no 
supermarkets in those days, indeed the concept had only just taken off in America. 
Supermarkets would of course eventually lead to the demise of many village shops 
including ’The Stores’. The Stores however sold all the basics which villagers 
needed. Clothing, if it was not home-made or produced by Mr Williams at the Post 
Office could be bought in Bicester of Aylesbury. The following are the typical prices 
paid in 1952; Dress £3 5s 11d (£3.28p), Skirt £1 3s 11d (£1.19p), Raincoat £3 19s 
6d (£3.92p), Man’s suit £3 15s (£3.75p), (either from Burtons or John Collier!) Men’s 
shoes £2 15s 9d (£2.78p) and a Boy’s suit £1 17s 6d (£1.87½). (how we all hated 
being all trussed up in a suit on pain of punishment if we got it dirty!) It is interesting 
to note that these dresses and suits would have needed less material than they do 
today as the average waist size for a man was 32 inches and for a woman 27 
inches. 
 
The villagers also had the choice of two public houses and it is probable that each 
had its dedicated clientele. Some would have attended The White Hart in the High 
Street which in 1952 as run by Matthew and Winifred Howard, they were still in 
charge during the next year. The Bull and Butcher on the Green had Richard and 
Barbara Little in charge for the beginning of 1952 but later in the year the license 



was taken on by Frank and Lily Jennings. Public houses of the 1950s had much 
shorter opening hours, they had to be closed by 10pm, failure to do so would result 
in a visit from the local constabulary, (who might turn a blind eye in return for a pint!) 
Beer was dispensed from barrels via a jug rather than the now ubiquitous beer 
pump. A pint of beer typically cost 1s 2d (6p). Food then in public houses was 
nothing more than nuts, crisps and pork scratchings! 
 
During 1952/3 the spiritual well-being of the village was under the care of the 
Reverend Baggs who had taken up the incumbency in 1949 and resigned in 1956. 
During the period 1952/3 services were held in the church every Sunday, Morning 
and Evening prayer as well as communion and Sunday School. As the following list 
shows he also had some extra services, although as you will see only one wedding! 
 

Hatchings, Matchings and sadly Dispatchings for 1952/3 
 

Baptisms 1952 
 

Joy Elizabeth Wright 
Ann Elizabeth Parkinson 

David Alan Crawford 
John Arthur Butler 

Gillian Margaret Burnell 
Barbara May Wallington 

 
Baptisms 1953 

 
Karen Lillian May 

Robert Frank Butler 
Marilyn Jessica Edmans 

Linda Maureen Butler 
  

Weddings 
 

In the two year period there is only one recorded in the Parish Records: 
Mr Ron Mole to Miss Irene Adams on January 12 1952. 

 
Burials 1952 

 
David John Robert Cannon of Kingswood aged 48 years 

Mary Ann East of Rose Cottage aged 83 years 
Amos Bayliss of Sawmill Cottage Wotton Underwood aged 79 years 

 
Burials 1953 

 
George Jones of Weavers Cottage aged 59 years 

Dinah Mary Ann Faulkner of Minns Farm aged 69 years 
Georgina Faulkner of Minns Farm aged 67 years 

George Butler of 6 Wotton End aged 80 years 
Amos George Bayliss of Reading aged 46 years 

Harold James Fenemore of Wotton Lodge, Wotton Underwood aged 48 years. 



In 1952 the village children were educated at Primary level in the village school 

which was run by Mrs Mundy who lived with her husband in the School House. 

There were just two classes, when the children took their 11 plus they moved either 

to the Grammar Schools in Aylesbury or to the Secondary School at Waddesdon. 

The village school was a Church of England School and as such received regular 

visits from Reverend Baggs, who no doubt took at least one assembly a week.  

For those who transgressed, and there do not seem to have been many in the 

village, the local policeman who was stationed at Brill would have been their first 

contact with the judicial system. The then officers of the Buckinghamshire 

Constabulary who were stationed at Brill Police Station would have covered their 

beat either on foot but more probably on a bicycle. For those that needed to be 

placed before the magistrates Brill also had a Magistrates Court which was 

conveniently adjacent to the Police Station. In 1952 Brill Police Station and the 

Magistrates covered a large area and even had two cells which could be used to 

detain prisoners until they could be moved to Aylesbury. Meals for these prisoners 

were provided by the Police Sergeants wife, which depending on her culinary skills 

was either good or not so good. The Police Sergeant also had the use of a car which 

his staff would not usually be allowed to drive except in exceptional circumstances 

but would be required to keep clean and polished.  

That then is a snapshot of the village in 1952/3, times have changed as they must, 

some aspect of village life have changed for the better others not so but as it was 

then Ludgershall is for the most part tranquil, beautiful and a safe and pleasant place 

to live. Long may it remain so. 

 


