
History of Ludgershall Part 1 

The Victoria County History Link on this page covers the basic history of the parish very well. There 

are also two other printed histories worth looking at, they are; History and Antiquities of 

Buckinghamshire Volumes I-IV by George Lipscombe and The History and Topography of 

Buckinghamshire by Joseph Sheehan. Both volumes were written some time ago so their value as 

definitive studies is limited, however, they are also county histories so nearby villages can also be 

researched. The following notes, which will be added to over the next few months, expand on some 

of the detail that you will find in these other sources and in a few cases correct what they have 

written. As with all history, unless you were there, you can never be one hundred per cent certain as 

to what really happened, therefore much of what is written is informed conjecture at best, and 

sometimes is no more than just myth and legend.  

No one can be certain when the first person arrived in Ludgershall and put down roots by building a 

permanent dwelling. Most historians think that the origins village may be Anglo-Saxon. The 

contiguous parish of Wotton is mentioned in a mid-ninth century charter but although it describes 

the boundaries of that parish no mention in name is made of Ludgershall. There is also every 

possibility that the Romans also had a villa within the parish although this has yet to be found. 

Romans certainly used the north of the parish to push through their road from Bicester to St Albans, 

and on the western boundary of the parish Roman remains have been found at Piddington. 

 However the first documentary evidence of the existence of the village is to be found in a Will of 

Aethelstan the aetheling of 1015, when mention is made of Lutegaresheale. The document does not 

state that it is the Ludgershall in Buckinghamshire and there is a slight possibility that it refers to one 

of the three other Ludgershalls which have been recorded. However, there is later evidence that 

would indicate that it is the Buckinghamshire Ludgershall. So that makes almost a thousand years of 

documented Ludgershall history. The other Ludgershalls are situated in Wiltshire, Sussex (spelt 

Lurgarshall) and one recorded but not yet properly located in Gloucestershire near the village of 

Newington Bagpath. The derivation of the name Ludgershall is subject of some discussion. 

Lipscombe suggests that the name comes from the fact that King Lud had a large hall in the village. 

There is no evidence to support this. The field in which he suggested that the Hall was situated is 

called, ‘dove house field’ and there is documentary evidence to support the existence of the dove 

house in the field, but not a hall. The remains of the dove house, an important medieval source of 

food were certainly visible around the late 1600s and early 1700s. King Lud, according to the early 

historian Geoffrey of Monmouth was the son of King Heli. Lud succeeded his father in 73BC. King Lud 

rebuilt the city created by Brutus as New Troy and called it Kaerlud, or the city of Lud. This name was 

later to become Kaerlundein, and later evolved into Londinium and later still London. King Lud is 

alleged to have been buried at one of the entrances to the city of London, Ludgate. Legend also 

attributes a palace in Brill to King Lud, which in part may be why his name has been connected with 

Ludgershall.   

Modern studies of the derivation of place names suggest different sources for the naming of 

Ludgershall. Some historians suggest that the name is derived from the Old English for ‘grass corner 

or hollow grazing ground’, a feature which would certainly have been notable in the forested 

environs of the area. Some other historians took the ‘Lud’ element of the name to be part of a 

personal name Lutegar. However, the most commonly accepted derivation at present is that of: 



Nook of the trapping spear. This is in reference to a spear set as a trap to impale wild animals in a 

nook or indentation within the contours of the area. Bearing in mind the wooded nature of the area 

this and the topography of the parish this would seem to be a perfectly reasonable explanation. It is 

as well to remember that villages or settlements were not named by the people who lived in them 

so much as those who needed direction to a certain place. To use a feature of the topography of the 

area was common in those days many centuries before maps. The name of Tetchwick, now a hamlet 

of Ludgershall, but in earlier times probably a separate settlement of similar size, derives from wic of 

Tota’s people. Tota possibly being a chieftain's personal name a ‘wic’ meaning settlement. 

Kingswood, similarly a hamlet of Ludgershall means; an area of forest owned by the King. Compared 

to both Ludgershall and Tetchwick it is a much later settlement and name.  

Coming next, 1086 and the Domesday Book entries for Ludgershall and Tetchwick, plus the early 

church. 

 


